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emotion, but although we are told that Felice
thinks of killing herself, the whole episode is
so perfunctorily related and the purpose of
it is so evidently to provide occasion for fresh
adventures that it is impossible to feel the
slightest sympathy with either husband or
wife. In Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight
the remorse of Gawayne after he has failed to
keep his word is finely suggested, but the
whole poem is far in advance of most romances
of the period, and even here the magic setting
rather detracts from the human interest. It
is impossible to feel that it is a fair fight when
one of the combatants can be beheaded
without inconvenience to himself. The magic
castles and enchanted swords, the dragons
and sorcerers of medieval romance have a
fascination of their own, but it is the fascina-
tion of sheer story-telling, not of character
study* The love romances might naturally
be expected to show evidence of a more
analytical mind, but the feelings they describe
are too obviously conventional to be very
convincing, and though there is an undeniable
charm in works of this sort, there is an equally
undeniable sameness. Their strength lies, not
in dramatic force of emotion, but in daintiness
of description. Nicolette escaping from her